JOHN   EVELYN
Clarendon wrote to Evelyn asking him to keep an eye
on the gardens at Swallowficld and thanking him for
speaking to George London (the great gardener)
about them. He gives some account of the state of
affairs In Ireland, and refers to cca great man who
storms, foams, swaggers and rants at any rate and at
all sorts of people, he thinks to overturn nations and
governments by his look and his wind which he
finds not quite so easy as he expected." This was
Tyrconncl, who was destined to succeed Clarendon
within a year.
Clarendon, after taking an active part In Jacobite
schemes, and after refusing to take the oath of
allegiance to William III, was committed to the
Tower, where Evelyn visited him. He was released
after six months and spent the rest of his life In
retirement collecting portraits, medals and books,
which are described in one of Evelyn's letters to
Pepys. Again behind this friendship we find gardens,
books and other "rarities" beloved of Evelyn.
Great admiration for Anne, Countess of Sunder-
land is expressed in the Diary on many occasions,
and especially when he visits her at Althorp in
1688. The examination of the correspondence
between them shows an intimacy which seems to have
made It easy for him to unburden himself and dis-
close his Innermost thoughts not only on religious
matters,, but on his own personal aspirations and
motives in the conduct of his life. This, and nothing
more, might lead one to visualise a high-principled
and enlightened lady who embodied the virtues
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